
 
 
TPLO SETUP and Timeline NCVS  

• At time of patient drop off: Confirm surgical limb with DVM and Owner; 
perform any necessary bloodwork 

• 1 hr. Pre-op: 
o Premed (All opioids except butorphanol are acceptable), Place IVC 

• 40 min Pre-op:  
o Surgeon Call-confirm table time 
o *****Always wait to anesthetize patient until surgeon has called 

and confirmed arrival/surgery time***** 
o Anesthetize patient 
o Place appropriate monitoring equipment (shave pedal surface of non-

surgical pes (fig. 1) for Doppler placement 
o start IVF at surgical rate (10mL/kg/hr) 
o Obtain Pre-op radiographs (See NCVS Stifle Radiograph sheet) 

• 25 min. Pre-op 
o Shave limb from metatarsal pad to mid-thigh (Fig. 2) paying special 

attention to the hock and the medial stifle.  Optimally, use a #30 blade 
for rough clip followed by a final clip with #50 blade.  

o Tape foot (latex glove covered with 1” porous white tape) 
o Perform Initial rough-prep of limb with alternating 4% chlorhexidine 

scrub and 70% isopropyl alcohol (scrub until sponges no longer have 
any discoloration/dirt) 

o Wrap clean limb in a clean, dry towel or “Chucks” pad 
• 25 min. Pre-op 

o Position patient in sternal recumbency with hind legs pulled cranially 
(Fig. 3) 

o Shave Epidural Site (Fig. 3)- centered between ilial wings, ~8X10cm area 
o Prep epidural site (min 3 times chlorhexidine/alcohol) 

• 15 min. Pre-op 
o Surgeon arrives; performs Epidural, sets up equipment 

• 10 min. Pre-op 
o Place Patient in OR in dorsal recumbency 
o Hang limb from IV pole or OR lights using 1” porous tape (Fig. 4) 
o Place appropriate monitoring equipment on patient 
o Administer Cefazolin or ampicillin 22mg/kg IV slowly 

• 5 min. Pre-op 
o Put on Clean or sterile Latex gloves.  Perform final prep of limb with 

new, dedicated OR scrub; alternate 4% chlorhexidine scrub and 70% 
isopropyl alcohol (minimum of 3 each, observing standard aseptic 
technique) 

• Post-op 
o Obtain stifle radiographs  
o Place Fentanyl patch; administer NSAID if applicable 
o Ice-pack operated stifle for 5 min q 4hrs. 
o Continue IVF at 1.5-2.0 times maintenance rate  
o Continue Opioids q 4-6 hrs.  
o E-collar at all times; sling walk patient q 4-6 hrs 
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o Continue antibiotics q 8 hrs. 
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